
SPRING 2018 CALL FOR ENTRIES
SPONSORED BY 39FIFTY AND POST ART LIBRARY

Literally Design is a juried typographic 
poster design competition for college and 
university students in Missouri. Fusing the 
written and spoken word with design, this 
competition challenges students to 
consider their personal interpretation of a 
specific text and how it influences their 
design choices. A small group of select 
finalists will have an exhibit at Post Art 
Library in Joplin, MO.

This semiannual competition is sponsored 
by the Missouri Southern State University 
student design club – 39FIFTY, and the Post 
Art Library of Joplin, MO. Selected finalists 
will have their posters printed free of 
charge and prepared for display at Post Art 
Library. There is no entry fee for this 
competition, and students are limited to 
one poster per entry. The source text for the 
Spring 2018 Literally Design competition is 
William Faulkner’s 1950 acceptance speech 
for the Nobel Prize in Literature.

William Faulkner

deadline date, January 26, 2018

Visit and like our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/LiterallyDesign/



INSTRUCTIONS & GUIDELINES

STEP 1

Read William Faulkner’s 1950 acceptance 
speech for the Nobel Prize in Literature.

STEP 2

Select passages of the text as source 
material for your typographic poster 
design. There is no minimum or maximum 
amount of required text for the poster.

STEP 3

Write a short statement explaining your 
interpretation or understanding of the 
source material, why you selected specific 
passages for your poster, and the conceptual 
relationship your design has with the text.

STEP 4

Complete the entry form, then submit your 
poster, written statement, and entry form 
by the deadline date, January 26, 2018.

GUIDELINES

Poster dimensions are 16x24 inches. The 
file format should be .pdf and no larger 
than 19 MB in size. Files larger than 19 MB 
will be rejected by the email server.

Figurative imagery and photos are 
generally discouraged for this competition, 
but original imagery is allowed. Posters 

with images copied from online or other 

sources will be disqualified.

The written statement should be a MS Word 
file, one 8.5x11 page with 1 inch margins, 
and 12 point font size, double-spaced text. 
Entries with separate emails for the written 

statement and poster will be disqualified. 

Your written statement and poster will be 
judged together as a whole. The written 
statement will be displayed with the poster 
if your work is selected as a finalist.



MEET THE JUDGES

Jill Sullivan is the 
Director of Post Art 
Library in Joplin, MO. 
She coordinates library 
exhibitions, organizes 
arts-related library 
programming, and has 

a background in literature and writing. Jill 
has an MLIS in Archives and Special 
Collections from Kent State University and 
BA degrees in English and German from 
Missouri Southern State University.

Kahlief Steele is a 
Senior Graphic 
Designer at Little Bird 
Marketing in Joplin, 
MO. He designs in a 
variety of media 
including print, web, 

and video. Kahlief has a BFA in Graphic 
Design with a Minor in Marketing from 
Missouri Southern State University. 

Victor Chalfant is the 
Program Director of 
the Graphic Design 
Department at 
Northwest Arkansas 
Community College. 
He is a professor of 

graphic design and photography, and his 
work has been exhibited in galleries and 
collections across the US and Europe. Victor 
holds an MFA in Design from the University 
of Arkansas and a BS in Graphic Design 
from Arkansas State University.

Brad Aaron Modlin is 
the author of the 
poetry book Everyone 

at This Party Has Two 

Names, and the short 
collection of short 
stories Surviving in 

Drought. He has been a guest of radio shows 
and, in Joplin, the Pub Hound Press podcast. 
He is an Assistant Professor of English at 
Missouri Southern State University.

BRAD PHOTO



POST ART LIBRARY EXHIBIT

Post Art Library is a privately endowed 
not-for-profit special library + art gallery 
located inside Joplin Public Library. 

Post Art Library’s mission is to enrich the 
community of Joplin by perpetuating Dr. 
Winfred L. and Elizabeth C. Post’s love of art, 
architecture, history, and historic preservation 
through public access to arts-related library 
resources and services, educational 
programming, events, and exhibits.

Post Art Library presents art exhibitions and 
displays collections inside Joplin Public 
Library for the benefit of the community. 
The purpose of exhibitions and displays in 
the library is to provide public access to art, 
culture, and ideas, while providing flexible 
gallery spaces for emerging and established 
artists and collectors.

Artwork by Literally Design finalists will be 
exhibited in the Local History, Genealogy, 
and Post Reading Room gallery during 
February and March of 2018.

A reception will be held in the gallery on 

Saturday, February 24th from 2-4pm to 

honor finalists.

For more information about Post Art 
Library, visit www.postartlibrary.org.

deadline date, January 26, 2018

The Local History, Genealogy, and Post Reading 
Room gallery space with artwork by Luke Blevins.



SOURCE TEXT

WILLIAM FAULKNER’S 1950 ACCEPTANCE SPEECH FOR THE NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE

I feel that this award was not made to me as a 
man, but to my work - a life's work in the agony 
and sweat of the human spirit, not for glory and 
least of all for pro�t, but to create out of the 
materials of the human spirit something which 
did not exist before. So this award is only mine in 
trust. It will not be di�cult to �nd a dedication 
for the money part of it commensurate with the 
purpose and signi�cance of its origin. But I would 
like to do the same with the acclaim too, by using 
this moment as a pinnacle from which I might be 
listened to by the young men and women already 
dedicated to the same anguish and travail, among 
whom is already that one who will some day stand 
here where I am standing.

Our tragedy today is a general and universal 
physical fear so long sustained by now that we can 
even bear it. �ere are no longer problems of the 
spirit. �ere is only the question: When will I be 
blown up? Because of this, the young man or 
woman writing today has forgotten the problems 
of the human heart in con�ict with itself which 
alone can make good writing because only that is 
worth writing about, worth the agony and sweat.

He must learn them again. He must teach himself 
that the basest of all things is to be afraid; and, 
teaching himself that, forget it forever, leaving no 
room in his workshop for anything but the old 
verities and truths of the heart, the old universal 
truths lacking which any story is ephemeral and 
doomed - love and honor and pity and pride and 

compassion and sacri�ce. Until he does so, he 
labors under a curse. He writes not of love but of 
lust, of defeats in which nobody loses anything of 
value, of victories without hope and, worst of all, 
without pity or compassion. His griefs grieve on 
no universal bones, leaving no scars. He writes not 
of the heart but of the glands.

Until he relearns these things, he will write as 
though he stood among and watched the end of 
man. I decline to accept the end of man. It is easy 
enough to say that man is immortal simply 
because he will endure: that when the last 
dingdong of doom has clanged and faded from 
the last worthless rock hanging tideless in the last 
red and dying evening, that even then there will 
still be one more sound: that of his puny 
inexhaustible voice, still talking.

I refuse to accept this. I believe that man will not 
merely endure: he will prevail. He is immortal, 
not because he alone among creatures has an 
inexhaustible voice, but because he has a soul, a 
spirit capable of compassion and sacri�ce and 
endurance. �e poet's, the writer's, duty is to 
write about these things. It is his privilege to help 
man endure by lifting his heart, by reminding him 
of the courage and honor and hope and pride and 
compassion and pity and sacri�ce which have 
been the glory of his past. �e poet's voice need 
not merely be the record of man, it can be one of 
the props, the pillars to help him endure and prevail.


